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The Forum
‘The forum was the heart of the commercial, administrative.
and seligious life o Pompei. It was a large open space.
surrounded on three sides by a colonnade, with various
important buildings grouped closely around it. The open.
area, 156 yards (143 meters) long and 42 yards (38 meters)
wide, was paved with stone. In it stood a number of statues
commemorating the emperor, members of the emperor’s
family. and loeal citizens who had given distingnished.
service to the town.

‘The illustration below shows a fypical scene in the
forum. The merchant on the left has sef up his wooden stall
and is slling small articles ofironware. pincers, knives.
‘and hamumers: the merchant on the right is a shoemaker He
has seated his customers on stools while he shows them his
‘goods. Behind the merchants s the colonnade. This o oo con ses e
elegant structure, supported by columns of white marble, 011 1 112 Tuor beams of
provided an open comidor in which people could walk and e rop s7ory
o business, protected Fom the heat of the sun in summer
and the rain in winter On the right, behind the shoemaker. i a statue of an important
citizen mounted on horseback. Behind it is one ofthe bronze gates through which
‘people entered the forum. The whole forum area was a pedestrian precinct. and a row of
upright stones at each entrance provided an effective bamier to wheeled traffic. You can
see o of these stones in the picture on page 51

Part of the colomnade,
which had two stories, seen

Drawing based on
another part of the
painting opposite,
which is
unfortunately not
well preserved.

Reading the notice-boards.

In the Pompeian wall-painting above, you see a public notice-board fixed across the
‘pedestals of three stafues and some peaple studying the bulletins. There were 5o
newspapers in Pompeii, but certain kinds of information, such as election results and
dates of processions, festivals, and shows, had to be publicized. This was done by
putting up notice-boards in the forum.

In addition to official annovncements, a large number of grafiti have been found in
the forum and elsewhere in which ordinary citizens recorded lost property. announced
accommodations for rent, let lovers’ messages, and publicized the problems they were
having with their neighbors. One example reads:

A bronze jar has been lost from this shop. A reward is offered for its
recovery.
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Another complains ofnoise at night and asks the aedile (the offcial who was
sesponsible for policing) to do something about it

Macerior requests the aedile to stop people from malking a noise in the
streets and disturbing decent foll who are asleep.

erial view of the
Forum.

To the west of the Temple of Jupiter. beneath the colonnade. were the prison and the
‘public latrines. Just behind the temple stood a set of public baths.

‘Next to the temple. in the northeast comer of the forum, was a large covered matket
(2) which contained permanent shops sather than temporary stalls. The storekeepers here
Sold mainly meat, fish, and vegetables. On the other side of the forum a public weights
and measures table (10) ensured that they gave fair measures.

Immediately to the south of the market was a temple dedicated to the lards, the
‘guardian spirits of Pompeis (3). and next to that stood a temple in honor of the Roman
emperors (4). Across the forum was the Temple of Apollo (9). and near the southivest
comer ofthe forum was the Temple of Venus, an impostant goddess for the Pompeians.
who believed that she took a special interest in their town.

e have now mentioned five religious shrines around of near the forum. There were
‘many others elsewhere in the town, including a temple of the goddess Isis, whose
worship had been brought to Italy fom Egypt. The Pompeians believed in many gods,
sather than one, and it seemed to them quite nafural to believe that different gods should
care for different parts of buman life. Apollo. for example, was associated with medicine.
music, and prophecy; Venus was the goddess of love and beauty.

On the east side ofthe forum was the Clothworkers’ Meeting Hall
(5). whose porch and colonnade were built with money given by
Evmachia (see illustration on page 12). a successful businesswoman
and priestess. As this was one of the most prosperous industries in the
town, it is not surprising that its headquarters were large and
ocenpied such a prominent site.

‘Next to the meeting hall ofthe clothworkers was the polling
station (6). an open building where voting in the municipal elections
took place. Along the south side were three municipal offices (7).
‘perhaps used for the treasuy. the record office, and the meeting oom
ofthe town council.

At the southivest comer stood the basilica, or courthouse (8).
‘This was a large. long building with fwo rows of interior colvmns.
‘marking side aisles. At one end was a high platform on which the two

Some ofthe most importast public buildings were stuated arovnd the forom, Ina | senior offcials,called duovirt may have sat when hearing lawsuits. - Carving from
prominent position a the north end stood the Temple of Jupitr,the greatest ofthe. The basilica was also used a5 a mesting place for businessmen. Eunachias
Roman gods (see 1). It was prabably o the steps of this temple that poltical speeches Mecting Hall
were made at election times. Speeches and announcements conld also be made fom a
specisl platfom i the o called the tribual.
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Forum — Focus of Life

Business. religion. local government: these were the official pusposes of the forum
and its suounding buildings. This great crowded square was the center of much of
the open-air life in Pompeis. Here people gathered to do business, to shop. or to meet
friends. Strangers visiting the forum would have been struck by its size, the splendid.
buildings sumrounding if. and the general air of prosperity.

The Weights and Measures Table.

The Temple of the Emperors.

‘Word Study
A Give the Latin word from which each of these words is derived:

query
render
egotistical
‘prejudicial
agile
biscuit
resignation
insatiable
‘mendacious
10 invocation

B Match each word to its correct definition listed below:

advocate impecunious terrify
agent  judicial  vendor

Satisfy
to fulfill

a person who sells something

a defender or supporter

pertaining to legal practice

a person who acts on another s behalf
to frighten

having little money. poor

to have out on display

Some seal-stones fiom rings and a 0
o

gold seal-ring without a stone. The
stone o the left is enlarged.
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